THE WORD FOR LIFE - SERMON NOTES

The Sermon on the Mount - Disciple UP!
The Disciple & Honest Speech (Matt. 5: 33-37)
By Louie Marsh, 6-20-2010

1) As a Disciple of Jesus | don’t play

"Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not
break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.’ But | tell
you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; or by the
earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great
King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair
white or black. Matthew 5:33-36 (NIV)

e God said — vows are

If you make a vow to the LORD your God, do not be slow to pay it, for the
LORD your God will certainly demand it of you and you will be guilty of
sin. But if you refrain from making a vow, you will not be guilty. Whatever
your lips utter you must be sure to do, because you made your vow freely
to the LORD your God with your own mouth. Deuteronomy 23:21-23
(NIV)

"You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD wiill
not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. Exodus 20:7 (NIV)

¢ God says if you take a vow

2) As a Disciple | don’t play with God!

"Woe to you, blind guides! You say, 'If anyone swears by the temple, it
means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is
bound by his oath." You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the
temple that makes the gold sacred? You also say, 'If anyone swears by
the altar, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gift on it, he is
bound by his oath." You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar
that makes the gift sacred? Therefore, he who swears by the altar swears

by it and by everything on it. And he who swears by the temple swears by
it and by the one who dwells in it. And he who swears by heaven swears
by God's throne and by the one who sits on it. Matthew 23:16-22 (NIV)

e God uses vows because

e God uses vows to

When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater
for him to swear by, he swore by himself, saying, "l will surely bless you
and give you many descendants." And so after waiting patiently, Abraham
received what was promised. Men swear by someone greater than
themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all
argument. Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his
purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with
an oath. God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is
impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope
offered to us may be greatly encouraged. Hebrews 6:13-18 (NIV)

3) As a Disciple | need to

Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your ‘No,' 'No'; anything beyond this
comes from the evil one. Matthew 5:37 (NIV)

e loughtto whenever possible.

But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to him, "l charge you
under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of
God." "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But | say to all of you: In the
future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty
One and coming on the clouds of heaven." Matthew 26:63-64 (NIV)
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