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3 Things to Remember

1) | can’t deal with my motives without
Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if
there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting! Psalms 139:23-
24 (ESV)

2) All of my motives will never be
Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but |
press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Philippians 3:12
(NIV)

3) Other people’s motives are not mine!

It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwiill.
The latter do so in love, knowing that | am put here for the defense of the gospel. The
former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir
up trouble for me while | am in chains. But what does it matter? The important thing is
that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And
because of this | rejoice..., Philippians 1:15-18 (NIV)

4 Motivations to be Wary of

1)
When he first arrived, he ate with the Gentile Christians, who don't bother with
circumcision. But afterward, when some Jewish friends of James came, Peter
wouldn't eat with the Gentiles anymore because he was afraid of what these legalists
would say. Galatians 2:12 (NLT)

2)
"Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If
you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. Matthew 6:1 (NIV)

What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that
battle within you? You want something but don't get it... You do not have, because
you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong
motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. James 4:1-3 (NIV)

3)
...Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by
hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being
perfected by the flesh?... Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles

among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith— Galatians 3:1-5
(ESV)

4)
| wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will have nothing to do
with us. So if | come, | will call attention to what he is doing, gossiping maliciously
about us. Not satisfied with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers. He also stops
those who want to do so and puts them out of the church. 3 John 1:9-10 (NIV)

My Major Motivation:

e Love of
For am | now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am | trying to please man?
If I were still trying to please man, | would not be a servant of Christ. Galatians 1:10
(ESV)

e Love of
If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on
him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or
tongue but with actions and in truth. 1 John 3:17-18 (NIV)

How to Discern My Real Motivations

1) — only God can show me my heart.
All a man's ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the LORD.
Proverbs 16:2 (NIV)

...1 care very little if | am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, | do not even
Jjudge myself. My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the
Lord who judges me... wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in
darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive
his praise from God. 1 Corinthians 4:2-5 (NIV)

2) to people I trust & who know me well.

He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him,
they took him and explained to him the way of God more accurately. Acts 18:26
(ESV)

3) to God.

For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we
trying to trick you. On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be
entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our
hearts. 1 Thessalonians 2:3-4 (NIV)
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